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PRESENTED: May 6, 2020 FILE NO. RZ1157 

FROM: Resort Experience 

SUBJECT: 5298 Alta Lake Road – mixed housing development 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This report introduces a rezoning application for a new mixed housing development at 5298 Alta Lake 
Road and presents the preliminary design for Advisory Design Panel review.  Staff request ADP 
comments on site planning, proposed form and massing.   
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Appendices: A:  Location Map 
 B:  Diagrams  
  

 
DISCUSSION 
 
5298 Alta Lake Road is a treed 3.96 hectare east facing parcel which slopes downhill to Nita Lake. The 
parcel is zoned TA17 (Tourist Accommodation Seventeen) per a previous rezoning application in the 
early 2000’s which proposed a specific development concept at the time - a series of cabins and a 
lodge/ hotel.  That development scheme was not realized. 
 
Rezoning Application RZ1157 was received in October 2018 in response to Council’s Private Sector 
Employee Housing Initiative.  This application was reviewed by Council in September 2019 and 
February 2020 - when Council authorized staff to prepare a zoning amendment bylaw.  
 
The concept is for two townhouse clusters on the property: 
 

 Four buildings containing 22 market units (11 with TA capability), and  

 Three buildings containing 21 employee units.  
 

Floor space ratio on the site will rise from 0.12 to 0.16. The proposal includes an amenity building and 
an outdoor pool area.  RZ1157 also includes dedication of a future housing site at the parcel entry, 
dedication of a park (housing a relocated historic cabin), and dedicated tree preservation along the 
lake foreshore / railway. The valley trail will extend through the site. 
 
Diagrams are provided as Appendix B. The applicant had the tree canopy surveyed to inform the 
relationship to the building rooflines. An analysis of the anticipated views from across the lake is also 
included in Appendix B, along with site cross sections, and three dimensional renderings. 
 
Per Whistler’s current OCP, the lands are designated as a development permit area for: 
 

 Form and character of commercial and multi-family residential development,  

 Protection of development from hazardous conditions, and  

 Protection of the natural environment.   
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Review of the preliminary RZ1157 proposal with respect to applicable DP Area 20 Guidelines for Form 
and Character is provided in the table: 
 

 
Guideline 

 
Comment 

The siting and design of all structures 
must minimize site regrading to retain as 
much of the natural contours and existing 
vegetation as possible, and to minimize 
visual impacts of the project from Whistler 
Mountain and from the east side of the 
valley. 

Siting and design of buildings addresses the slope. 
Buildings are clustered to maximize surrounding green 
space. 

The provision of vegetation buffers and 
tree protection areas between buildings 
must be maximized to provide visual 
privacy and separation between buildings. 
Landscaping and screening elements 
must be able to withstand Whistler’s harsh 
climate and be coordinated with adjacent 
landscaping. Existing vegetation shall 
be preserved wherever possible. 

Extensive tree preservation and screening is 
proposed.  
 
Setbacks are 7.6 m and 20 m from the neighbouring 
Nita Lake Estates to assure appropriate separation.  

 
This development will return to the ADP for detailed design review by way of development permit 
thereby assuring conformance to all DP Area 20 guidelines. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Rezoning Application RZ1157 is for a new mixed employee / market housing development at 5298 Alta 
Lake Road. Staff are seeking ADP comments on overall site planning, proposed form, and massing for 
the project.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Roman Licko 
Acting Senior Development Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix “A” – RZ1157 – Location Plan 

Subject Lands – 5298 Alta Lake Road 

Appendix A
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