Dear Mayor and Council,

Please consider including my letter in the regular council agenda. The topic of suicide is one that for
many families is difficult to openly discuss and touches families in all municipalites, including
Whistler. It is a topic though we must discuss in order to make improvements and positive change.

Felicity loved her visits to Whistler, which included trips to zipline and snowboard. She enjoyed
spending time in the Village exploring the shops and stores and meeting new people from all over
the world..

Thank you,

Laura Donovan



Greetings,

My name is Laura Donovan, a member of the Odanak First Nation, living on the territories of the
Coast Salish peoples. | want to thank you for your willingness to read this letter, as it may be
triggering and difficult to read. | am fully aware of the significant impact suicide has had on every
one of our communities.

| have been a Tattooer for 15 years, starting in Selkirk, Manitoba, and now in Surrey, BC. | have
tattooed countless memorials for fellow Indigenous community members, using my craft to heal
and provide good medicine. | never expected that | would end up tattooing memorials to honor my
daughter.

I would like to share information about my 16-year-old daughter Felicity, an Indigenous student and
a proud Abenaki member of the Odanak First Nation. Felicity died by suicide in December 2023.

In October 2023, she reached out for suicide prevention support at school, and a call was made to
an external agency for help. | did not learn about the details of this call or the support the school
had committed to provide until January 2024. At that time, | discovered that the school principal
had contacted a different external support agency, informing them that Felicity had not presented
as at risk and was not on their radar.

Additionally, | learned that the Surrey School District had a suicide prevention protocol that was not
followed and did not have a suicide prevention program or plan to address students presenting with
thoughts of suicide, nor support for staff providing this support to students.

OnJuly 22nd, | met with the BC Minister of Education to share Felicity's experience and the
experiences of many Indigenous families who have shared their stories with me over the years. In
the spirit of Truth and Reconciliation, to honor the lives of all Indigenous children lost to suicide and
to ensure Every Child Matters, | have requested the following from the Minister:

1. The Ministry of Education ensures all schools in British Columbia are funded and equipped to
provide suicide prevention support and training to staff and students based on current evidence-
based practices. | request this with the understanding that all children and staff will benefit from
this honor.

2. The Ministry of Education performs an audit of the suicide prevention support provided to Felicity
and our family.

| am reaching out to ask if you municipal leadership will add your voice to my call to provide
improved suicide prevention support for children in your municipality. Please consider providing me
with a letter addressed to the British Columbia Minister of Education, the Honourable Rachna
Singh, in support of my request, with a CC to my email at donovanfamily@gmail.com. The
Minister's email is ECC.Minister@gov.bc.ca.

If you have any questions or would like more information that will enable you to provide a letter of



support, please reach out to me, and | will respond promptly.

| have attached supporting information for your reference:

1. A picture of Felicity.

2. Arecord of the call the School Counsellor made to a suicide prevention program where Felicity
asked for support.

3. Arecord of the call the Principal made to another suicide prevention program, informing them
Felicity was not presenting as at risk or on their radar.

4. A letter of support from the Chief and Council of Odanak First Nation.

Thank you for your time and attention,

Laura Donovan (Felicity's Mom)



Hi everyane,

I had & call this evening from Princigal Kavila Sharma from Elgin Park Elementary School
regarding deceased youth F.0. PID #1813082
The phaene number for the principalls

Thie piincipal wiss requesting information reganding START prolocol. Specifically, Tar when
START communicatess collects collateral with the school and the ROI process. | explained
b the principal that the RO s part of confidentiality and the youth becauss they wera 16
years of age at the time would have signed RO during the essessrment (first meeting with
clinicien). The principle asked when START would gef in touch with The schoaol and | ket her
ke Bl the supervisor woulkd bave o conlacl her lo digclose more informaticon. She wenl
on to reilerate that youlh's did earier loday spoke with a dinician and he had sent the
principal an email regarding the gaps in cara between school and START.

Principal sald the school counsalior found out youth wes seeing START chnidan once
Family Fad menfioned i 1o hem (Kiste - School CounseBor), Wiler requested if al thal lime
schoal counsellon had called START o collect coliaberal. She wenl on la say thal youth al
school was not presenting as baing at risk or on their radar. Therefore, this was not dona. |
refteratad to the prncipal a couple imes that the supervisor will have 1o contact them as |
dio mot hewe all the information and we would need permission from the family 1o release
ary Infonmalion regarding wouth. The principal expressed that & meeting may be needad o
discuss how 'we all an do Belber in fhe Tulure.

| was under the impression that B would ba follow up, however, | spoke with B and they
infonmed me that it would be Aldo.

Also, in regards ko reporting, because fhare is no longer &n open Panis file, we have nol
bean documenting the conversafions.

Lastly, which details does the team need to know i order for the information o be relayed
safely and delicately, when we receive calls similas to todays.

Thus far, Gen and Kalie have spoken to ded and | spoke with the school principal
Regards,

Taj Sahota {SheHar)

Creses Chnicinmn

The START Temm-= Suppaorting Children and Y outh throaph Mental Health Crasis

Shitkey Deam Pavilicn

0634 K Geotpe Bowlevad

Sumey, BC VAT 0GT

Phome: 64,585, 556)] Fax: 604585 5560
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Brief Service Stats Report

Entered By Olivia Roxburgh
Created 20-Oct-2023
Date

Effectve  20-0ct-2023 [set] (T)
Stat Date

o ]

Pogram [ suicide Prevention, Education v |

‘ Contact CHRISTA FINDLAY

Organzation £ GIN PARK SECONDARY

Brief Service Stat Report Generation

Program  [Referring Frofessionol
Details First name

Community agency or institution

Sumey School District
Phene number
(I
Preferred time to coll
during the schoal day
Email address

Tame of youth being referred

Service
Requested  Felicity Donovan

Date of Birth
Mon, 02/26/2007 - 00:00

School
[Elgin Park Secondary

Commurity of residence
White Rock

Does the younp person have o safety plan in place?
Nes

Pleace describe the safety plan
Student s creating 2 safety plan and shonng it with her parents today.

C-55CS Suicidal Idestion Severity
Have you wished you were dead or wished you could go to sieep and not wake ap?

Yes

Peace describe

Student ottempted suicde about 2 month ago.

Have you actually had any thoughts of killing yourszelf?
Yes

Please descnbe

Last time [ had these thoughts was last weekend when I was rezlly stressed oul gbout school and Ife.

Have you been thinking about how you might kill yourself?
Yes

Please describe

1 have tned to hang myself wath my beit. I am unsure £ 1 am sofe currentiy or if [ am a danger to myself but I'm stil really down.

Have you had these thoughts and had some intention of acting on them?
Yes

Please descnbe

1 tried to hang myself but was found by my sister and was very thankful that she found me. T was praving to god that someone would find me in time because ¢ wanted to be caved.

Have you started to work out or worked aut the details of how to kil vourseif?
Yes

Did you intend to carry out this lan?
Yes

Please describe
1 tried but I was found.

Have you ever done anything, started to do snything, or prepered to do anything to end your | fe?
Yes

Please describe

Ttned to hang myself. T told my parents about what 1 did and they have taken me to the hosgital, gotten me s

ard 1have an witha 1 on N

11th,



Service
Provided

a8

Minutes
Spent

\Writer called back Christa to gather more information. Christa shared that she is unsure who youth'’s outside counsellor is, but that she is going to email parents and find out. Youth sees this outside counsellor on a
regular basis and this counsellor is not new to youth. Christa is also going to ask for youth's consent to speak to youth's outside counsellor so that counsellor can support youth with suicidality. Christa is connecting
youth to ASW and substance use liaison at school as youth is in 3 place where she would like to get support for substance use (vaping, drinking). Youth has Indigenous cultural background and is connected to
tndigenous cultural programs (Christa was not sure the names of these programs). Writer let Christa know that she can reach out at any time if she has more questions or if youth's counsellor is no longer working with
lyouth. Christa will give youth's parents SPEAC's contact info in case parents or youth feel they need extra support.

Fl

[Christa is going to connect with youth's parents and find out who youth's counsellor is (whether this counsellor is with START or not). Christa will connect with us again if she has any questions or if youth is in need of
Imore support.

20 ]
[ Cancel | Save Griet Servce Attandance



Tulty 235%, 2024

Henourable Rachnn Singh
British Columbia Minester of Edwcation
ECC Ministeragov.be.co

Ofyject: letter of support for the Donovan family
Kowal,

O Decernber 21, 2023, the Abenaki of Odanak lost @ member, Miss Felicity Dunovan.
She was only 146 years old, Her family has been waiting for answers on the suppon provided
b their duvgivier 1o prevent her smeide. Mo panent should be i thetr position.

Om behalf off the Abenaki Council of Odanak, we would like to soppest the Donovan family
in their reguesis:

1. The Minstry of Educaton ersures all schools in British Columbaa are funsded and
equipped 1o provide suicikde prevention support and truining o staff and students
based on current evidence-based practices. | request this with the understanding
that all children and staft will benefit from this hanor

2. The Ministry of Education performs an audit of the suicide prevention support
provided 1o Felicity and our family,

Chief Rick O Bomsawin
Abenaki Council of Cdanak
receplicng cardusak_com
1=A50-568-28 10

it donwvanfasmilyy gpail.com
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