
My name is Shauna Woolley and I am a property owner in Southlands, 
Whistler.  I am writing to express dismay and alarm at seeing once 
again a knee jerk reaction by Whistler council's decision to limit 
irrigation to three days a week for 6 hours without consultation 
with irrigation and landscape industry whose measures have 
potentially prevented 50 % of water waste.  Fires start and spread with 
dry land mass and careless smokers.   

Whistler's snowfall is already 84% of the ten year average and greater 
than five of those years.    

The garden and land surrounding my house in Southlands is 
professionally maintained by Whistler Irrigation with utmost respect 
given to timing and length of irrigation.   

thank you 

Shauna Woolley 

1645 Southlands Lane, Springcreek, Whistler 

B.C. V8E O82 

 

 
I completely agree with Heike Stippler’s letter to the editor (Pique, 
March 29: “Whistler ‘needs to do better’ on water-use bylaw”). 
We have an extensive natural garden and minimal grass area maintained by a professionally installed irrigation system. The watering is 
thoughtfully set to maintain the gardens with “minimal” water use, including our flower baskets and additional vegetable-producing pots 
located on our “bear-free” sundeck. All four zones are set to their respective watering times depending on their specific needs (nothing more 

than required). 
This is an alternative to manual watering and sprinkling, which tend to use an exorbitant amount of wasted water that usually ends up on 
driveways and other impermeable surfaces… i.e. a sprinkler running unattended for hours on grass that only requires a minuscule amount of 
moisture—grass roots only run so deep. 

Concerning the wildfire risk… lush gardens and lawns are an effective fire deterrent. Lessons learned from the Fort Thompson, Alta., wildfire? 
Most homes with “dry bark mulch” gardens burned down, homes with green foliage and grass did not. 

 

https://www.piquenewsmagazine.com/opinion/letter-whistler-needs-to-do-better-on-water-use-bylaw-8534307

