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November 1, 2023 

 

 
Honourable Mike Farnworth 

Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General 

Sent via email: PSSG.Minister@gov.bc.ca 

 

Dear Minister Farnworth,  

 

I am writing to you today on behalf of Victoria City Council to inform that the below motion was passed 

at the September 14, 2023 Council meeting: 

 

MOTION: 

 

That Council direct the Mayor to: 

 

• write to the Provincial Government to request that it install speed and red light cameras at all 

locations in Victoria where there were over 20 casualty crashes during 2018-2022, or that it 

allow BC municipalities to install speed and red light cameras at their own cost and collect 

fines;  

• ask other municipalities in the Capital Region and elsewhere in BC to write similar letters 

 

A copy of the original Council Motion is attached for your information. 

 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of this matter. I look forward to continued 

collaboration between our two offices to improve safety in Victoria. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Marianne Alto 

Victoria Mayor 

 

Enclosed:  Original Council Motion – Red Light and Speed Cameras 

Cc:  Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
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Council Member Motion 
For the Committee of the Whole Meeting of September 7, 2023 
 

To: Committee of the Whole  Date: August 29, 2023 

From: Councillor Dave Thompson and Councillor Matt Dell  

Subject: Advocacy – red light cameras and speed cameras  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
ICBC data1 shows that in Victoria during the period 2018 to 2022 there were 4,087 casualty crashes 
(crashes resulting in injury or fatality, as opposed to crashes involving just property damage). 
 
As noted by the Government of BC: 

• “Most crashes in British Columbia happen at intersections. To reduce injuries and save lives, 
B.C. installs intersection safety cameras—sometimes called red light cameras—at 
intersections where crashes occur frequently. Warning signs let drivers know the 
intersection has cameras. Stopping for red lights and observing the speed limits help to 
reduce collisions, injuries and fatalities.”2 

• “There are intersection safety cameras at 140 high-crash intersections province-wide. 105 
monitor red light violations, 35 monitor both red light and speed violations.”3 

• “The cameras are proven to be effective at reducing side-impact, head-on and pedestrian 
crashes, and are located where red light running and high speed cause serious crashes.”4 

 
There is only one red light camera in Victoria, and no speed cameras. That camera is at Lansdown 
and Shelbourne.5 More than 98% of casualty crashes in Victoria during 2018-2022 occurred at 
locations other than that intersection.6 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council direct the Mayor to: 

• write to the Provincial Government to request that it install speed and red light cameras at 
all locations in Victoria where there were over 20 casualty crashes during 2018-2022, or 

 
1 https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/icbc/viz/VancouverIslandCrashes/VIDashboard, accessible at ICBC, 
“Statistics” https://www.icbc.com/about-icbc/newsroom/Pages/Statistics.aspx 
2 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/intersection-safety-
cameras  
3 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/intersection-safety-
cameras/statistics 
4 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/intersection-safety-
cameras/where-the-cameras-are 
5 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/intersection-safety-
cameras/where-the-cameras-are/vancouver-island 
6 https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/icbc/viz/VancouverIslandCrashes/VIDashboard 
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/intersection-safety-cameras/statistics
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/intersection-safety-cameras/statistics
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/transportation/driving-and-cycling/roadsafetybc/intersection-safety-cameras/where-the-cameras-are
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https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/icbc/viz/VancouverIslandCrashes/VIDashboard
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that it allow BC municipalities to install speed and red light cameras at their own cost and 
collect fines; 

• ask other municipalities in the Capital Region and elsewhere in BC to write similar letters. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted,       Respectfully submitted,  

        
 
Councillor Thompson        Councillor Dell    
   
 
 


